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Write like a 
VICTORIAN

Handwriting was very important in Victorian Times. You couldn’t just pick up the 
phone to talk someone, so the only way to keep in touch was to write letters. 

By the end of Victorian Era nearly all children got a chance to learn to read and write. 
Victorian teachers loved neat handwriting, with no crossings-out. People learned to 

write in a style we now call ‘Copperplate’ – the name comes from engraving work.

In Clover Moon, the teachers at The Sarah Smith School for Destitute Girls are surprised 
that Clover can write so neatly, when the other girls in her class all struggle. Have a go 

at writing in Copperplate style in the space below and see how you get on! 

Try writing a sentence in Copperplate style below: 



cut here









WHAT TO DO: 

1. First make your glue-free goo. Put 2-3
tablespoons of cornflour in a cup. Add one
tablespoon of vegetable oil at a time, mixing
after each addition, until you have a white
liquid that looks like double cream.

2. Blow up a balloon so that it is well inflated
but not so much that it might pop. Rapidly
rub the balloon on your head. You will know
that your balloon is “charged up” when your
hair starts to stand on end!

3. Take a spoonful of goo and slowly pour it
back into the bowl while bringing the balloon
close to the stream of goo. Does the goo
behave differently when the balloon is close
by?

4. Make a second batch of slime, this time
using glue. Put one tablespoon of PVA glue
into a clean cup.

5. Add 3 tablespoons of cornflour to the glue
and mix well, until all the cornflour is mixed in.

6. Repeat the balloon test. Does this slime
react in the same way? Compare the textures
of the goo and the slime, what do you
notice? Why do you think they behave
differently?

STATIC SLIME  
MAKE SLIME THAT REACTS WEIRDLY TO STATIC 

ELECTRICITY

Cornflour • Vegetable oil • PVA glue • Balloons • Spoons • Cups

YOU WILL NEED:

Experiment idea provided by The Curiosity Box curiosity-box.com



MAGIC MUD
FROM A LIQUID TO A SOLID...

WHAT TO DO: 

1. Fill 1/4 of the clear plastic bottle with
water using the funnel

2. Add food colouring and swirl

3. Use the funnel again to add the
vegetable oil, filling the bottle to 3/4 full

4. Swirl again and add fizzy tab (you may
have to crumble it)

5. Use the lid to close the bottle and enjoy
your very own lava lamp!

YOU WILL NEED:

Clear plastic bottle • Vegetable oil • Water • Food colouring • Fizzy tabs • Funnel

LAVA LAMP  
TESTING OUT DIFFERENT 

DENSITIES

Experiment idea provided by The Curiosity Box curiosity-box.com



1. Combine the corn starch and tonic water

2. Mix by hand — liquid will thicken. Add more corn starch if needed!

3. Pick it up — it should ooze through your fingers!

4. Before you add food colouring, try the blacklight — tonic water reacts so your
magic mud will glow!

5. Mix in the food colouring and you’re all ready to test out your magic mud!

6. Why not try making batches of different colours which you can then mix together

YOU WILL NEED:

Tonic water • Corn starch• Mixing bowl • Food colouring • Black light (optional) • 

Wipes WHAT TO DO: 

MAGIC MUD 
FROM A LIQUID TO A SOLID...

LAVA LAMP
TESTING OUT DIFFERENT DENSITIES

Experiment idea provided by The Curiosity Box curiosity-box.com



WORDSEARCH
Can you find all the missing words in the 

wordsearch below?

ATOM • CHESS • CONGO • ELECTRICITY • GALAXY

GENIUS • INVENTION • ISRAEL • LIGHT • MAX EINSTEIN NEW 

YORK • PHYSICS • SCIENCE • SOLAR PANELS

A GENIUS MIND
Can you think like Max and transform the word ‘MIND’ into 

‘TIME’  by changing just one letter each time?



WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
Can you find all the missing words in the 

wordsearch below?

ATOM • CHESS • CONGO • ELECTRICITY • GALAXY

GENIUS • INVENTION • ISRAEL • LIGHT • MAX EINSTEIN NEW 

YORK • PHYSICS • SCIENCE • SOLAR PANELS

A GENIUS MIND ANSWERS
Can you think like Max and transform the word ‘MIND’ into 

‘TIME’  by changing just one letter each time?



Mix and match 
the Puffin story 
genres and 
doodles! 

What to do: 

Place a pencil in the middle of the 
circle and spin it. 

• 1st spin - write down which Puffin genre
you land on in the inner section.

• 2nd spin - find your next genre on the
middle section.

• 3rd spin - add a character from the top of
the circle to star in your story!

Now mash your story together and get writing! 





Doodle your own book cover! 
What colours would you use? Will you draw a scene or a character? It's up to you! 

Think about what your book will be called. Have a look at other book covers to help 
inspire you.




